
The Conference of the Church in Hong Kong in the Spring of 2019 

General Subject: Practising Today’s Church Life to Become  
the Continuation of the Book of Acts  

Message One 

Continuing Steadfastly in the Teaching  
and the Fellowship of the Apostles 

 
Scripture Reading: 

Acts 2:41 Those then who received his word were baptized, and there were added on that day about 

three thousand souls. 

Acts 2:42 And they continued steadfastly in the teaching and the fellowship of the apostles, in 

the breaking of bread and the prayers. 

1 Tim. 1:3 Even as I exhorted you, when I was going into Macedonia, to remain in Ephesus in order that 

you might charge certain ones not to teach different things 

1 Tim. 1:4 Nor to give heed to myths and unending genealogies, which produce questionings rather than 

God’s economy, which is in faith. 

I The first group of believers produced through the apostles’ preaching and 
ministering of Christ on the day of Pentecost continued steadfastly in four things: 
teaching, fellowship, breaking of bread, and prayers—Acts 2:41-42: 

A The teaching and the fellowship form one group.  Teaching is the unveiling of God’s 
New Testament economy concerning Christ and the church; fellowship is the 
communion and communication between the believers in their communion and 
communication with God the Father and Christ the Son: 

1 The teaching of the apostles is the holding factor of the one accord—vv. 42a, 46a. 
2 If we limit ourselves to the apostles’ teaching, we will be kept in oneness and will have 

one way for one goal.  
3 In the church there should be one unique fellowship, which is produced by the apostles’ 

teaching.  Any fellowship outside the fellowship of the apostles is divisive.  
4 The teaching and the fellowship of the apostles are related directly to God’s economy 

for the keeping of the oneness of the church, the Body of Christ; both are unique.   

B The breaking of bread and the prayers form a second group and are practices of the 
believers’ Christian life.  

II The entire teaching of the New Testament, which is the apostles’ teaching, is the 
unique and healthy teaching of God’s eternal economy—v. 42; 1 Tim. 1:3-4: 

A The teaching of the apostles is the entire teaching of the New Testament as God’s 
speaking in the Son to His New Testament people—Heb. 1:1-2: 

1 God spoke in the Son as a man in the four Gospels—John 14:10; 5:24; 16:12; 10:30. 
2 God spoke in the Son as the Spirit through the apostles in Acts and the twenty-one 

Epistles (Romans through Jude)—John 16:12-15; Matt. 28:19-20; Heb. 2:3-4; 2 Pet. 
3:15-16; Col. 1:25-27. 

3 God spoke in the Son as the seven Spirits through the apostle John in Revelation—1:2, 4; 
2:1, 7. 

 



B The teaching of the apostles is the unique, divine revelation of God’s New Testament 
economy from the incarnation of God to the consummation of the New Jerusalem—the 
teaching of the full ministry of Christ in His three divine and mystical stages: 

1 The stage of incarnation is for Christ to bring God into man, to unite and mingle God 
with man, to express God in humanity, and to accomplish His judicial 
redemption—John 1:14, 29; 5:19; Matt. 1:18, 20. 

2 The stage of inclusion is for Christ to be begotten as God’s firstborn Son, to become the 
life-giving Spirit, and to regenerate the believers for His Body—Acts 13:33; 1 Cor. 
15:45b; 1 Pet. 1:3. 

3 The stage of intensification is for Christ to intensify His organic salvation, to produce 
the overcomers, and to consummate the New Jerusalem—Rev. 1:4; 3:1; 4:5; 5:6; 2:7, 17; 
3:20; 21:2, 9-10. 

C Different teachings, other than the teaching of the apostles, are the major source of the 
church’s decline, degradation, and deterioration—1 Tim. 1:3-7; 6:3-5, 20-21a: 

1 Different teachings separate us from the genuine appreciation, love, and enjoyment of 
the precious person of the Lord Jesus Christ Himself as our life and our everything—2 
Cor. 11:2-3. 

2 The Lord appreciated the church in Philadelphia because they kept the word, which 
means that they did not turn away from the healthy teaching of God’s economy, the 
teaching of the apostles—Rev. 3:8; 1 Tim. 6:3. 

III The fellowship of the apostles is the unique and universal fellowship of the Body 
of Christ—the reality of living in the Body of Christ—Acts 2:42: 

A The fellowship is the flow of the eternal life within all the believers, who have received 
and possess the divine life—1 John 1:3; 2 Cor. 13:14; cf. Rev. 22:1. 

B The initial experience of the apostles was the vertical fellowship with the Father and 
with His Son, Jesus Christ, but when the apostles reported the eternal life to others, 
they experienced the horizontal aspect of the divine fellowship—1 John 1:2-3, 7, 9. 

C The coordination of the four living creatures presents a beautiful picture of the 
practical fellowship of the Body of Christ; fellowship means doing everything through 
the cross and by the Spirit to dispense Christ into others for the sake of His 
Body—Ezek. 1:5a, 9, 11b-14, 19-22, 25-26; 1 Cor. 12:14-30: 

1 In the church service we all need to learn not only how to walk “straight forward” but 
also how to walk “backward” and “sideways”; in coordination there is no freedom or 
convenience; coordination keeps us from making turns—cf. Eph. 3:18. 

2 Fellowship blends us, mingles us, adjusts us, tempers us, harmonizes us, limits us, 
protects us, supplies us, and blesses us, giving us the power and the impact of the Spirit; 
the Body is in the fellowship—1 Cor. 12:24-25; Ezek. 1:13-14. 

3 We should apply this matter of coordination among the churches; this means that we are 
followers of the churches and that the local churches should fellowship with all the 
genuine local churches on the whole earth to keep the universal fellowship of the Body 
of Christ—1 Thes. 2:14; 1 Cor. 10:16. 

IV If we would be in the continuation of the book of Acts, we need to continue 
steadfastly in the teaching and the fellowship of the apostles in today’s church 
life—Acts 2:42, 46; 6:7 



The Conference of the Church in Hong Kong in the Spring of 2019 

General Subject: Practising Today’s Church Life to Become  
the Continuation of the Book of Acts  

Message Two 

Continuing Steadfastly in the Breaking of Bread and the Prayers 
 

Scripture Reading: 

Acts 1:14 These all continued steadfastly with one accord in prayer, together with the women and Mary 

the mother of Jesus, and with His brothers. 

Acts 2:41 Those then who received his word were baptized, and there were added on that day about 

three thousand souls. 

Acts 2:42 And they continued steadfastly in the teaching and the fellowship of the apostles, in 

the breaking of bread and the prayers. 

Acts 20:7 And on the first day of the week, when we gathered together to break bread, Paul conversed 

with them since he was to go forth on the next day; and he extended his message until 

midnight. 

1 Cor. 10:21 You cannot drink the Lord’s cup and the demons’ cup; you cannot partake of the Lord’s table 

and of the demons’ table. 

1 Cor. 11:20 When therefore you come together in the same place, it is not to eat the Lord’s supper; 

Mark 14:22 And as they were eating, He took bread and blessed it, and He broke it and gave it to them, 

and said, Take; this is My body. 

Mark 14:23 And He took a cup and gave thanks, and He gave it to them; and they all drank of it. 

Mark 14:24 And He said to them, This is My blood of the covenant, which is being poured out for many. 

Matt. 6:9 You then pray in this way: Our Father who is in the heavens, Your name be sanctified; 

Matt. 6:10 Your kingdom come; Your will be done, as in heaven, so also on earth. 

I After its formation, the early church continued in four things. The first is the 
teaching of the apostles; the second matter is the fellowship of the apostles; the 
third matter is the breaking of bread; the fourth and last item is the life of 
prayer—Acts 2:42, 1:14. 

II The breaking of bread is to eat the Lord’s supper and to attend the Lord’s table.   
The Lord’s supper, the Lord’s table, is a symbol of the entire New Testament 
economy of God—20:7; 1 Cor. 11:20; 10:21: 

A The Lord’s supper is for His satisfaction, the Lord’s table refers to the enjoyment of the 
Lord in fellowship. 

B God’s economy in the New Testament age is involved with the Lord’s table.  God’s 
New Testament economy is that God became flesh, passed through human living, died, 
resurrected, and became the life-giving Spirit to enter into us as our life and to dispense 
Himself into us so that we may be transformed for the building up of the church as the 
Body of Christ—Mark 14:22-26; John 1:14; 1 Cor. 15:45b; 6:17; 2 Cor. 3:18; Rom. 
12:2; Eph. 4:16. 

C In Mark 14:12-26 the Lord Jesus partook of the Feast of the Passover and then 
instituted His supper, His table, with the bread and the cup.  This new practice of the 
new testament is to remember the Lord by eating the bread and drinking the cup—1 
Cor. 11:24-25; Matt. 26:28. 



D The Lord Jesus “took bread and blessed it, and He broke it and gave it to them, and 
said, Take; this is My body”—Mark 14:22: 

1 The bread signifies the Lord’s physical body that He gave for us on the cross in order to 
impart His life into us—Luke 22:19. 

2 The bread also signifies the Lord’s mystical Body, the means for Christ to carry out His 
heavenly ministry for the accomplishment of the divine administration—Eph. 1:22-23; 
4:16; Rev. 5:6. 

3 By participating in the Lord’s divine life, we become the mystical Body of Christ, His 
enlargement; by enjoying the bread, we become Christ’s mystical Body—1 Cor. 10:17. 

4 Eating the bread of the Lord’s table indicates that the Lord comes into us as our life 
supply and then becomes us by being mingled with us—Col. 3:4. 

5 In our remembrance of the Lord, the bread comes before the cup, because the bread 
symbolizes the Body of Christ as the focus of God’s original plan and as the ultimate 
goal of God’s eternal purpose—Eph. 3:10-11; 1:22-23. 

E The Lord Jesus “took a cup and gave thanks, and He gave it to them...and He said to 
them, This is My blood of the covenant, which is being poured out for many”—Mark 
14:23-24: 

1 The cup signifies His blood shed for our sins. The blood of Christ as the blood of the 
new covenant ushers God’s people into the new covenant, in which God gives His 
people a new heart, a new spirit, His Spirit, and the inner law of life—Luke 22:20; Heb. 
8:10-12. 

2 The cup denotes blessing, which is God Himself as our portion. The Lord’s salvation has 
become our portion, the cup of salvation that runs over, the content of which is God as 
our all-inclusive blessing—1 Cor. 10:16; Psa. 16:5; 116:13; 23:5. 

F Our eating, drinking, and enjoying the Lord at His supper are our declaration and our 
testimony: 

1 Our declaration is that we are joined to the Lord and are mingled with Him, just as the 
bread becomes mingled with us after being received into our body—1 Cor. 6:17; John 
6:56-57. 

2 Our testimony is that we live by eating, drinking, and enjoying the Lord, taking Him as 
our life every day—1 Cor. 10:3-4. 

G Today the Lord Jesus is still bringing us into the reality of His table for the fulfillment 
of God’s economy—Matt. 26:26-30; 1 Cor. 11:23-26; Eph. 1:10. 

III Acts 2:42 tells us that the early church continued steadfastly in the teaching and 
the fellowship of the apostles, in the breaking of bread and the prayers. We 
should not think that prayer is the smallest item here since it is mentioned last. 
Actually, the last item is the conclusion, and the conclusion is the most important 
part: 

A To our life, to our work, to everything within us, and to everything outside of us, the 
prayer is the conclusion. Thus, we have to continue steadfastly in this concluding 
prayer. 

B The real significance of prayer is to contact God in our spirit and to absorb God 
Himself—Jude 20; John 14:13; 15:7. 

C We need to pray according to the principle of prayer—Matt. 6:9-10; John 15:7; 1 John 
5:14: 

1 The principle of prayer is that God’s people must pray before God will rise up to 
work—Matt. 18:18-20; John 15:16. 



2 If we do not work together with God in prayer or prepare the way for His will through 
prayer or by means of all prayer allow Him the possibility to move in many directions, 
He will not work and cannot work—Matt. 6:9-10; 18:18-20. 

D God’s principle of work and the key to His move are everything related to God which 
can be accomplished only when there is a will on earth that cooperates with Him; God 
must have man’s will in harmony with His will—6:9-10; 26:39. 

E The prayer meetings are for the carrying out of the prayer ministry of the church—Acts 
1:14; 4:23-31; 13:1-4; 16:25: 

1 The prayer ministry of the church is God telling the church what He wants to do and the 
church praying on earth what God wants to do; this prayer is asking God to accomplish 
what He wants to do—Matt. 18:18-20. 

2 God cannot do what He wants to do by Himself; He has to do it with the cooperation of 
the church—Acts 12:5. 

3 The highest and greatest work of the church is to be the outlet of God’s will; the church 
is the outlet of God’s will through prayer—Matt. 6:9-10.  

4 The prayer of the church means that when God wants to do something, the church prays 
about that matter first so that it can be fulfilled and God’s goal can be 
accomplished—18:18-20.  

5 In heaven, God’s power is unlimited, but on earth, God’s power is manifested to the 
degree that the church prays. 

6 The ministry of the church is prayer; the church must have big prayers, serious prayers, 
and strong prayers, prayers that manifest our God and open the way for Him to 
move—John 14:23; 15:16; 16:23-24; Acts 4:24-31. 
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Message Three 

Being Witnesses of the Resurrected Christ  
and Practising the Church Life from House to House  

 

Scripture Reading: 

Acts 1:8 But you shall receive power when the Holy Spirit comes upon you, and you shall be 

My witnesses both in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria and unto the uttermost part of 

the earth. 

Acts 1:13 And when they entered, they went up to the upper room where they were residing,  Peter and 

John and James and Andrew, Philip and Thomas, Bartholomew and Matthew, 

James the son of Alphaeus and Simon the Zealot and Judas the brother of James. 

Acts 1:14 These all continued steadfastly with one accord in prayer, together with the women and Mary 

the mother of Jesus, and with His brothers. 

Acts 26:16 But rise up and stand on your feet; for I have appeared to you for this purpose, to appoint you 

as a minister and a witness both of the things in which you have seen Me and of the things in 

which I will appear to you; 

Acts 2:46 And day by day, continuing steadfastly with one accord in the temple and breaking bread 

from house to house, they partook of their food with exultation and simplicity of heart, 

Acts 5:42 And every day, in the temple and from house to house, they did not cease teaching 

and announcing the gospel of Jesus as the Christ. 

 Acts 20:20 How I did not withhold any of those things that are profitable by not declaring them to you 

and by not teaching you publicly and from house to house, 

I If we would be in the continuation of the book of Acts, we need to 
be witnesses of the resurrected Christ—1:8, 22; 2:24, 32; 4:2, 33; 
10:39-40; 17:3, 18; 22:14-15; 23:11; 26:16: 

A In the book of Acts the apostles and disciples were the Lord’s witnesses, His martyrs—1:8; 
22:20. 

B The apostles were witnesses of the resurrected Christ, bearing witness of His 
resurrection—1:22; 3:13-15. 

C In his narration of the Lord’s move on earth, Luke emphasizes the testimony of the 
Lord’s witnesses—4:33; 10:39-40: 

1 To be a witness is to testify of one’s personal experience of the Lord; in order to 
testify, we need experiences of seeing, participation, and enjoyment—22:14-15. 

2 The apostles were witnesses of the resurrected Christ not in word only but also by 
their lives and actions—3:1-16. 

D Paul was an outstanding witness of Christ; he was the kind of witness whom the 
Lord spoke about in 1:8: 

1 The resurrected Christ propagated Himself by coming into Paul and making him a 
living witness of Christ—22:15. 

2 Paul not only preached the propagation of Christ—he lived this Christ—9:21-22; 
13:33-34; Phil. 1:20-21a. 



3 As one who lived Christ and was a living testimony of Christ, Paul was absolutely 
different from the Jewish religionists, the Roman politicians, and those in the church 
in Jerusalem—Acts 21:20-21; 23:14-15; 24:25-26. 

E Satan could instigate the Jewish religionists and utilize the Gentile politicians to 
bind the apostles and their evangelical ministry, but he could not bind Christ’s 
living witnesses and their living testimony; the more the Jewish religionists and 
the Gentile politicians bound the apostles and their evangelical ministry, the 
stronger and brighter their living testimony became—7:54-60; 28:23-31. 

II In the book of Acts, meeting together in homes as the Christian way of meeting 
together is fitting to God’s New Testament economy:  

A On the day of Pentecost, as soon as the church was raised up on the earth, it began to 
meet from house to house. That was an unprecedented move; it was something that 
Judaism had never done before. It was not an idea that Peter inherited from the Jewish 
religion. Rather, it was a brand new thing, a creative act of God, and something that He 
ordained. The believers: 

 1 Broke bread and prayed together from house to house—2:46. 
 2 Announced the gospel and taught Jesus as the Christ from house to house; the 

 gospel can be and should be preached in every home—5:42. 
3 Spoke of teaching and admonishing the believers from house to house—20:20. 

B This became a continual and general practice in the churches—cf. Rom. 16:5; 1 Cor. 
16:19; Col. 4:15; Philem. 2. 

C The unique way for the increase and the building up of the church: 
 1 In the early days of the church life, the apostles built the church in a very quick way. 
  The home meetings are the way—Acts 9:31. 

2 The home meetings are the top way, the super way, and eventually the unique way 
  to meet.  The home meetings are the unique way for the increase and building up 
  of the church—Rom. 16:5 and footnote 1. 

D The importance of home meetings: 

  1 Every home can be opened to become a place for meeting. 

2 Once the church is built up in the homes, the homes will be transformed.  
3 Once we build up the church in the believers’ homes, we will be able to spread the 
 gospel through the homes.  
4  We must afford opportunities for each member to function in the meeting, and must 
  learn how to promote and develop, that is, to cultivate, the organic gifts of each 
  member of the Body of Christ—Heb. 10:24-25; Rom. 12:5-8; 1 Pet. 4:10. 

E The functions of home meetings: 
1 For prayer—Matt. 18:19; Acts 2:42; 12:5, 12. 
2 For fellowship—2:42. 
3 For breaking bread to remember the Lord—v. 46. 
4 For teaching the truths or preaching the gospel—v. 42; 5:42. 

III If we would be in the continuation of the book of Acts, we need to be witnesses 
of the resurrected Christ by having an upper-room consecration, and to  
practise the church life from house to house—1:13-14. 

 

 

 



The Conference of the Church in Hong Kong in the Spring of 2019 
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Message Four 

The God-ordained Way of Prayer, the Spirit,  
and the Word for God’s Move in the Book of Acts 

 
Scripture Reading: 

Acts 1:8 But you shall receive power when the Holy Spirit comes upon you, and you shall be 

My witnesses both in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria and unto the uttermost part of 

the earth. 

Acts 1:14 These all continued steadfastly with one accord in prayer, together with the women and Mary 

the mother of Jesus, and with His brothers. 

Acts 4:31 And when they had so besought, the place in which they were gathered was shaken, and they 

were all filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak the word of God with boldness. 

Acts 6:4 But we will continue steadfastly in prayer and in the ministry of the word. 

Acts 6:7 And the word of God grew, and the number of the disciples in Jerusalem multiplied greatly; 

and a large number of the priests obeyed the faith. 

Acts 12:24 But the word of God grew and multiplied. 

Acts 19:20 Thus, the word of the Lord grew mightily and prevailed. 

I The book of Acts shows that the God-ordained way to carry out God’s move to 
fulfill His New Testament economy is entirely by three main substances—prayer, 
the Spirit, and the Word:  

A Prayer, the Spirit, and the Word are the three substances of the power in the Lord’s 
recovery—Acts 1:8, 14; 4:31; 6:4, 7; 12:24; 19:20.  

B The substances that constitute the unique way for the Lord’s move are prayer and the 
Spirit, which result in the Word. We must pray that we might have the Spirit as the 
power to spread the Word—6:7; 12:24; 19:20; cf. 1 Tim. 5:17-18.  

II The book of Acts shows that whenever the apostles wanted to do something, they 
stopped themselves by their prayer, giving God a way to come into them, to fill 
them up, and to saturate their entire being—1:14; 6:4; 13:1-4:  

A In order to be one with the Lord in His work, we need to pray ourselves into God and 
pray God into us so that we are mingled with God—Matt. 6:6.  

B To pray means to stop ourselves from doing anything apart from the Lord so that He 
can do His work through us—cf. 14:22-23. 

C To pray means that we realize that we are nothing and can do nothing; prayer is the real 
denial of the self. To pray by calling on the name of the Lord is to deny ourselves and 
to declare, “No longer I but Christ”—Gal. 6:3; cf. Mark 9:28-29; cf. Gal. 2:20a.  

D Our working together with God to build up the church is a spiritual warfare and that 
prayer is the secret to accomplish God’s work—Acts 4:24-31; Psa. 2:1-2; Eph. 
6:10-20. 

 
 



E The prayer that we need is: 
1 The prayer that brought in the outpouring of the Spirit—Acts 1:14; 2:1-4, 16-17a. 
2 The prayer that shook the earth and empowered the disciples with the Holy Spirit to 

speak the word of God with boldness—4:24-31. 
3 The prayer of the apostles to match the ministry of the word—6:4. 
4 The prayer that brought Peter into a trance and brought a heavenly vision to 

him—10:9-16. 
5 The prayer that opened the prison gate for Peter—12:4-14. 
6 The prayer that brought the five prophets and teachers into the Lord’s 

commission—13:1-4. 
7 The prayer that brought in a great earthquake and shook the foundations of the prison 

house—16:23-26. 
8 The prayer that brought Paul into a trance and into the Lord’s speaking to 

him—22:17-21.  

F Prayerlessness is a sin; all in the Lord’s recovery must be prayerful and stand against 
the sin of prayerlessness—1 Sam. 12:23; Col. 4:2. 

III The book of Acts shows the prayer that we need in order to be filled with the 
Spirit essentially and economically so that all our activities would be the 
activities of the acting God:  

A We need to go to the Lord every day to get ourselves adjusted, cleansed, enlightened, 
exposed, and rebuked, not by man’s words but by the Lord’s Spirit directly.  

B Leave ourselves open to the Lord. Let Him come in for at least ten minutes to speak to 
us, to enlighten us, to point out to us all our shortcomings, sinfulness, evil, and impure 
thoughts. Ask Him to bring our entire being into the light for a full and utter exposure 
of our real condition.  

C We should ask the Lord to bring our entire being into the light and be dealt with by 
Him to become persons of power, who are full of the Spirit within and without, 
essentially and economically—Eph. 5:18; Acts 2:38; 5:32b; 4:8, 31; 13:9, 52. 

D This kind of prayer would make us prevailing. When we go to contact others, the 
impact will be there. 

IV The word of God is still growing and being multiplied for the increase of 
Christ—6:7, 12:24; 19:20: 

A Acts never tells us that the Spirit grew and multiplied; it says that the word grew and 
multiplied: 

1 “And the word of God grew, and the number of the disciples in Jerusalem multiplied 
greatly; and a large number of the priests obeyed the faith”—6:7. 

2 “But the word of God grew and multiplied”—12:24. 
3 “Thus, the word of the Lord grew mightily and prevailed”—19:20. 

B The Lord’s move eventually is not to have something resulting in the Spirit. What we 
do actually is to carry the Word to people. The Word is the real contents, the real 
constituents, of the New Testament economy of God. God’s Word constitutes the New 
Testament Bible and also constitutes the very New Testament economy of God.  

C We must spend time to get into the Lord’s Word in order to get ourselves saturated, 
constituted, and even soaked with the holy Word; if we are burdened to preach the 
gospel, we must get into the Lord’s Word and be persons who know the Lord’s 
Word—Col. 3:16.  



IV For the practice of today’s church life to become the continuation of the book of 
Acts, let us toil in the Word, labor in prayer, and be diligent in dealing with the 
Holy Spirit.  

 


